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Sgt. Larry Morford was a soldier in the unit I commanded in 
Vietnam. Larry did not believe in war as the way to resolve 

conflicts. I once asked him why, if he felt this way, had he volun-
teered for Vietnam and combat duty. He responded, “Sir, the job 
you and I are doing is the job of a beast and the least beastly of 
us should be doing it.” That was Larry’s sermon and he backed 
it up by volunteering for dangerous missions. He explained that 
he could not have stayed at home while other young men were 
fighting for his country. In February 1970, Sgt. Morford was killed 
leading a patrol, a few days before he was to return home. 

One Person Can Make A Difference
Sgt. Morford’s words and deeds had a profound impact upon us 

and we were determined to keep his memory and inspiration alive. 
We established the annual Friendship Award in memory of Sgt. 
Larry Morford. To those who knew him, Sgt. Morford exemplified 
the humane spirit of the honorable warrior. Initially, the Friend-
ship Award competition was between officers at a Russian Acade-
my in Moscow and West Point Cadets. The award is presented to 
the cadets who write the best essays on how to improve relations 
with these two great countries. The first award went to a Russian 
officer who wrote an essay on the importance of chaplains in the 
U.S. Army. A year after the article was published, the Russian 
Army recruited Orthodox priests to serve as chaplains. This is 
an example of the power of the written word.

Words And Deeds Matter
In the biography: “The Big Yankee – The Life of Carlson of the 

Raiders,” author Michael Blankfort wrote, “Few men are won 
by principles alone, but by men who preach and live them. We 
are  not followers of the word as much as of the deed that emerges 
from it. It was the example of Christ, not merely his sermon that 
conquered his followers.”

The sergeant changed my life with his words and example. 
He made me a better leader.

Preserving The Peace And Providing Security
Cardinal O’Neal, an American religious leader explains, “If I 

had not been a priest, I would have been a soldier because they 
are both called to do identical things – preservation of peace and 
providing security for the weak and innocent.”

We can all be good soldiers whether we wear a uniform or not. 
Selfless service is the mark of a good citizen.

Burn Loeffke, a retired military officer, has been 
wounded, survived two parachute malfunctions and two 

helicopter crashes in combat. As a captain in his 20s, 
he was an Army swimming champion. As a colonel in 

his 40s, he participated in a military decathlon in Russia. 
As a general in his 50s, he ran three marathons

 in China. He has been an advisor to the 
President’s Council on Physical Fitness. 

As a senior, he starts each day at Hollywood Beach, FL 
with 200 stomach crunches, 10 minutes of stretching, and 

with Dr. Carmen Queral, they sprint one-minute 
dashes with 30 seconds of rest in between. They finish 
with 10 - 20 second dashes with 10 squats in between.

 

Sgt. Larry Morford, 199th LIB
August 14, 1948 – February 12, 1970
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Sculptor Nilda Comas Uses Stone From Michelangelo’s 
Quarry For Bethune’s National Statuary Hall Monument

You are invited to be a guest of John Knox Village (JKV) and the Ve-
netian Arts Society (VAS) to meet world-renowned master sculptor 

Nilda Comas at the NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale on Aug. 2, from 
6 to 9 p.m. Ms. Comas (Venetian Arts Society Art Curator) was selected 

in a national competition by Florida’s Council on Arts and Culture in 2016 to create Florida’s 
sculpture for the National Statuary Hall. At the time she was chosen, she had no idea who her 
subject would be.

Since learning that Mary McLeod Bethune — founder of Bethune Cookman University, 
the National Council of Negro Women and co-founder of the United Negro College Fund — 
would be Florida’s representative in the place she describes as, “the most important place in 
the world where the most important decisions in the world are made,” Comas has immersed 
herself in the life of the influential educator and stateswoman to prepare herself for what may 
become the most important work of her career. 

Getting To Know Mary McLeod Bethune
“I listened to speeches so I could hear her voice,” Comas said. “She had a way of speaking 

that was so educated, so direct and yet so gentle. That takes a lot of confidence. I think she 
had so much confidence and that is one of the things that impressed me about her. I can see 
that someone who could be like that, could accomplish so much.”

Comas has visited the Library of Congress and Mary McLeod Bethune Council House 
National Historic Site in Washington, D.C., as well as the Mary McLeod Bethune Foundation 
home in Daytona Beach, FL, to glean insights into Bethune’s life and influence.

“I want to know as much as I can about Mary McLeod Bethune to see what was inside this 
body, what moved her to care about so many causes, what was right – the ideals,” she said.   
“I want to know everything about her and how she came to be. She was an excellent commu-
nicator and I am impressed by the manners and respect that she had for everyone.”

Marble Sourced From The Michaelangelo Cave In Carrera, Italy
Nilda Comas, born and raised in San Juan, Puerto Rico, will be the first Hispanic woman to 

sculpt a portrait for the National Statuary Hall in Washington D.C.’s Capitol. She is working 
from nearly 300 photographs of Bethune provided by the Library of Congress and consulting 
with Bethune-Cookman University librarians, archivists and the University’s Office of Lega-
cy and Women’s Initiatives to arrive at the image of Bethune. The sculpture will total 11 feet 
in height, with the base of Statuario marble from the Michelangelo Cave in Carrara, Italy, the 
same quarry used by Michelangelo more than 500 years ago. The marble for the sculpture is 
the largest perfect block excavated from this cave in many years.

To date, more than $300,000 has been contributed to the ongoing National Statuary Hall 
Campaign. The statue is expected to be unveiled in the nation’s capital in 2020.

Meet master sculptor Nilda Comas, as part of the JKV and VAS ArtSage Alliance: Friday, 
Aug. 2, from 6 - 9 p.m. at the NSU Art Museum, One East Las Olas Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, 
33301. VAS/JKV Members $35. General Public $50. A limited number of complimentary 
tickets are available to guests of John Knox Village. 

Please call the JKV Marketing Department at (954) 783-4040 for ticket information.
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Sculptor Nilda Comas at her studio In Pietrasanta, Italy, working on the 
final 8-foot clay model for the marble sculpture of Mary McLeod Bethune 

to represent the State of Florida at the U.S. Capitol as part of the 
National Statuary Hall’s permanent collection. 


