
As we look forward to 
the general election 

on Tuesday, Nov. 3., it is 
important to acknowledge 

your right and your responsibility to vote. Elections 
are supervised by and under the direction of your 
local County government. Do not be persuaded by 
others who may offer alternative information on the 
validity of your vote.  

For any specific questions or concerns, you will 
want to check with your County Elections office. 

For Dade County voters, visit the website: www.
miamidade.gov/global/elections/home.page or by 
phone contact: The Elections Department (305) 499-
8683

In Palm Beach County, voters should visit the 
website: www.pbcelections.org or by phone contact: 
Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections (561) 
656-6200

In Broward County, voters should visit the web-
site: www.browardsoe.org or by phone contact: Bro-
ward County Supervisor of Elections (954) 357-7050

If you have missed the deadline for requesting a 
mail-in ballot, consider your options for early voting. 
While each county will be different, Broward Coun-
ty (FL) offers the following information for early 
voting. 

Broward County Early Voting
General Election: Early Voting Dates, Hours, and 

Sites, Oct. 19 Through Nov. 1. From 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
African-American Research Library 

2650 Sistrunk Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, 33311

Northwest Regional Library 
3151 University Drive, Coral Springs, 33065
Broward Health North Conference Room

201 E. Sample Road, Deerfield Beach, 33064
Nova Southeastern Univ. (Alvin Sherman Library) 

3301 Ray Ferrero Jr. Blvd., Davie, 33314
Coral Ridge Mall, N or NW Entrance 

3200 N. Federal Hwy., Ft. Lauderdale, 33306
Pine Trails Park Amphitheater

10555 Trails End, Parkland, 33076
Davie/Cooper City Library 

4600 SW 82nd Ave., Davie, 33328
E Pat Larkins Community Center 

520 Martin Luther King Blvd., Pompano Beach, 33060
Emma Lou Olson Civic Center 

1801 NE 6th St., Pompano Beach, 33060
Lauderhill Mall 

1519 NW 40th Ave., Lauderhill, 33313
Ft. Lauderdale Branch Library 

1300 E. Sunrise Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, 33304
South Regional Library

7300 Pines Blvd., Pembroke Pines, 33024

Hallandale Beach Cultural Community Center 
410 SE 3rd St., Hallandale Beach, 33009

Southwest Regional Library
16835 Sheridan St., Pembroke Pines, 33331

Miramar Branch Library
 2050 Civic Center Place, Miramar, 33025

Tamarac Branch Library 
8701 W. Commercial Blvd., Tamarac, 33321

Hollywood Branch Library 
2600 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, 33020

West Regional Library
8601 W. Broward Blvd., Plantation, 33324

Nob Hill Soccer Club 
10200 Sunset Strip, Sunrise, 33322

Weston Branch Library 
4205 Bonaventure Blvd., Weston, 33332

North Regional Library 
1100 Coconut Creek Blvd., Coconut Creek, 33066

Women’s Club of Wilton Manors 
600 NE 21st Court, Wilton Manors, 33305

The Triad, The Foursome And What 
We Can Do To Assure Freedom
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A World View From A   
Retired Military Veteran

The Triad

All that I am 
writing was 

declassified many 
years ago. The 
first A-Bomb was 
dropped from an 
airplane 75 years 
ago on a Japanese 
city. Thousands 
died instantly and 
many more later 
from radiation. 
Since then we 
have perfected 
nuclear war with 
more deadly 
weapons and 
more efficient de-
livery systems.  

Many of us grew up with the Triad, the acro-
nym for the three delivery systems. The Bomber, 
the Submarine and lastly the huge ICBMs. 

ICBMs are gigantic missiles housed in deep 
silos to protect them from destruction from 
an incoming enemy missile. ICBM stands for 
Inter-Continental Ballistic Missile and when 
launched can reach targets as far away as 5,000 
miles in less than 20 minutes. Missiles launched 
from submarines are not as lethal but depending 
where they are when launched can reach a target 
in as little as 5 minutes.

The Foursome
There was a fourth system called the suit-

case bomb. These were nuclear weapons small 
enough that could be carried in a large suitcase 
or carried by specially trained paratroopers. 
I served for a short while in a Special Forces 
detachment that trained on jumping with these 
weapons. It is the suitcase bomb that worries 
me. When the Soviet Union collapsed several of 
these bombs went missing. Today, the technolo-
gy is in the hands of those who wish us ill. 

Not If But When?
Some of us are surprised that these weapons 

have not been used by the many who are willing 
to die, and in the process hurt their enemies. A 
further problem we face, is the fact, that we can-
not always identify those who wish us harm. 

For many years we have seen photos of armed 
militias in the Middle East, and Africa – ful-
ly-armed with AK-47s riding in the back of 
pick-up trucks. Today, as a military veteran, I am 
shocked that we are seeing similar images in the 
United States. Democracy as we know it, is in 
danger across the world, and is being subverted 
by the misguided use of power.

As the philosopher Immanuel Kant wrote in 
the 1700s, “The possession of power inevitably 
spoils the free use of reason.”

What Can We Do?
I have children. My hope is to create a world 

where our grandchildren can live in freedom 
without the threat of extinction from war, pan-
demic, polution and climate change. As Mother 
Teresa was fond of saying; “I may not be able to 
do great things, but I can surely do many small 
things with love.” 

Medicine, Food And Housing                
For The Poor

Instead of spending billions on more efficient 
ways to destroy each other, let’s cooperate in 
helping to alleviate suffering in our backyard. 
Let us feed the hungry. Let us build homes for 
the homeless. Let us work together to find med-
ical solutions to afflictions that affect us all. And 
let us listen to each other. These are the kinds of 
efforts that help build friendships. 

The United States has long been the example 
of freedom and liberty around the world. But 
those freedoms are in danger. 

In one of the greatest speeches ever recited in 
American history, President Abraham Lincoln, 
on the grounds of the Gettysburg Battlefield 
closed his remarks with the famous words: “And 
that government of the people, by the people, for 
the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

I urge you to consider the future of your chil-
dren and vote your conscience on Nov. 3.

Bernard “Burn” Loeffke is a retired major 
general of the United States Army. He fought and 

was wounded in the Vietnam War and later served as 
the commanding general of U.S. Army South. 

He was awarded four Silver Stars, five Bronze Stars, 
and a Purple Heart. In the 1980s, he was the 

first American general to serve in the U.S. Embassy 
in Beijing, as defense attache. In 1992, 

he retired from the military and started his medical 
career. After finishing his studies as a physician 

assistant in 1997, he participated in medical 
missions in war-torn or impoverished areas such as 

Bosnia, Haiti, Kenya, Iraq, Niger, Darfur and 
the Amazon jungles. In his view, differing nations 

perceive and value things differently, and 
one common language that everyone speaks is 

health; working to improve the health of a population 
builds lasting friendships and allies, not enemies.

Burn Loeffke
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During his military career, Burn Loeffke parachuted, 
during both war and peace, more than 200 times. 
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